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Welcome to your United States Air Force Academy!  We are delighted you’ll be joining us for what will serve as one of 
your cadet’s most memorable life experiences.  We hope to provide many opportunities for you to enjoy all aspects of the 
Academy.  To enhance your visit, we’d like to take a moment to outline a few procedures to ensure we work together to 
observe appropriate safety and security measures for the base and its inhabitants, simultaneously maximizing access to your 
cadet and his / her surroundings.  During Graduation Week, the Academy hosts thousands of guests interested in visiting all 
areas of the Academy.  Prior to 2001, cadet guests were allowed into all areas, including those now protected within the 
Cadet Area.  Measures taken since 9/11 demanded we control access into areas inhabited by the Academy’s greatest resource, 
our cadets.   

As you can well imagine, we strive to balance our desire to host you in ways that convey our deepest appreciation and respect 
for your continued support with the requirement to protect the Academy community.  In the absence of your cadet’s personal 
escort, security personnel must validate each individual’s credentials before granting access to secure areas.  To alleviate your 
cadet’s stress and ensure you experience the Academy as we intend you to, we have outlined a few guidelines to facilitate 
your access to areas within USAFA.  Let us begin by discussing identification requirements and the “pass” and “badge” 
you’ll need to enter the base. 

IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS: Please keep your state-issued driver’s license (photo ID) and / or Department of 
Defense (DOD) Identification Card w/ you at all times; present it to base officials when asked. 

PASS / BADGE: Your cadet identified you as a “parent / guardian”; hence, two “Base Access and Parking Passes” and two 
“Cadet Area Escort Badges” are included in this info package.  The Base Access and Parking Pass allows you to drive into 
areas designated as off limits / closed to the public.  The Cadet Area Escort Badge (accompanied by a valid photo ID) enables 
you to walk or ride the shuttle buses from the parking areas into the Cadet Area.  Please note: One family member may escort 
other guests using his / her Cadet Area Escort Badge.  However, each vehicle entering secured areas must display its own 
Base Access and Parking Pass.  Your cadet may obtain additional Base Access and Parking Passes and Cadet Area Escort 
Badges from squadron staff, but we ask that your party drive / park no more than two vehicles within the Cadet Area at one 
time.  With your “pass” and “badge,” you’ll be prepared to pass through the USAFA gate.   

BASE ENTRY.  To ensure expeditious entry for all guests and maintain security for the Academy community, we 
recommend you enter through the North Gate (via I-25).  From the North Gate, you may access areas normally open to the 
general public, including the Barry Goldwater Visitor Center, the Cadet Field House, Clune Arena, the Cadet Chapel, and 
Arnold Hall.  To gain access to areas of USAFA that are not open to the public, such as Doolittle Hall, Falcon Stadium, and 
the USAFA Cemetery, please show your Base Access and Parking Pass (accompanied by a valid photo ID).  Once cleared, 
prominently display your Base Access and Parking Pass inside the vehicle.  Also, be prepared to present current proof of 
insurance and valid vehicle registration documents while on base.  If you are driving a rental car, please keep the rental 
agreement and current proof of insurance in the vehicle at all times.  If you lose your Base Access and Parking Pass, your 
cadet may obtain a replacement.  NOTE:  The Base Access and Parking Pass does not provide unescorted vehicle access into 
the Cadet Area.  Once on USAFA, you’ll need to know where to park your vehicle to ensure efficient access to events. 

PARKING ON BASE.  Parking is provided in the Cadet Field House parking lots for those events held within or near the 
Cadet Area (i.e., inside the protective cordon).  Shuttles will transport you to your destinations within the Cadet Area.  
Graduation Ceremony parking (at Falcon Stadium) is designated within stadium parking areas.  Event signs will direct you to 
the appropriate areas.  For the convenience of all, please park only in designated spaces (i.e., lined spaces intended for 
vehicles, not on curbs or dirt / grassy areas alongside roadways).  Vehicles with a Base Access and Parking Pass, DD Form 
2220 (Vehicle sticker), or AF Form 75 (Visitor Pass) displayed may park on base overnight.  For the safety of cadets and 
guests, each night after 6:00 p.m., lots will be checked for illegally parked vehicles.  Those not displaying an appropriate 
permit may be towed at the owner’s expense.   

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.  Cadets may escort guests into those areas they normally access.  During special events, 
you should anticipate delays due to heavy traffic and security precautions.  Please plan to arrive early for all events, 
especially parades and the Graduation Ceremony.  If you must carry an oversized bag (i.e., larger than a typical hand / 
shoulder bag) plan for delays while security checks are conducted.  While not exhaustive, the lists below provide general 
guidelines for special events:
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Generally Permitted (may be searched) Not Permitted (dispose of prior to entry) 
• Hand/shoulder bags 
• Diaper bags (accompanied by child) 
• Unopened drink containers (sealed, transparent 

plastic bottles only)  
• Cameras (w/ telephoto lens—security will ask 

you to detach for inspection) 
• Video cameras / camcorders 
• Medical supplies / equipment 

• Coolers (medical exception only) 
• Boxes 
• Opened beverage containers (including thermoses 

or drink cups) 
• Alcohol 
• Firecrackers or other celebratory incendiary 

devices 
• Glass containers (medical exception only) 

For the safety of all, guests should be aware of their surroundings and immediately report any unattended bag or unusual 
activity to Security Forces personnel, Special Events Security staff (i.e., those in “yellow jackets”), or anyone in a military 
uniform. 

CADET AREA ACCESS.  You may access the Cadet Area (i.e., the area within the cordon / fence) through designated 
security checkpoints either via auto, shuttle bus, private vehicle, or by walking.  Once your entry has been authorized, 
security personnel may stamp your hand / passes to allow unescorted Cadet Area entry for events scheduled later that day.  
However, many buildings within the Cadet Area are accessible only by personnel who possess building access cards: Please 
keep this in mind when visiting locations within the cordon as you may need your cadet to escort you (e.g., Fairchild Hall, 
dormitories).   

• AUTOMOBILES: Visitor automobiles are not permitted to drive into or park within the Cadet Area (except for the 
“Graduation Day Exceptions” outlined below); shuttle buses will transport you from designated pick-up points to your 
desired location.  To ride any shuttle bus, you must be accompanied by a cadet escort, hold a valid DoD ID card, or 
present your Cadet Area Escort Badge (w/ a valid photo ID).   

• PEDESTRIANS: Should you wish to walk into the Cadet Area, park in the Cadet Field House parking lot, walk to the 
Visitor’s Booth located near the guard shack leading into the Cadet Area, and show your Cadet Area Escort Badge (w/ a 
valid photo ID).   

• Graduation Day Exceptions: By presenting your Cadet Area Escort Badge (w/ a valid photo ID) AND your Base 
Access and Parking Pass you may drive / park your vehicle within the Cadet Area (1) from 4:00 p.m., 30 May until 1:30 
a.m., 31 May to attend commissioning ceremonies, etc.; and, (2) following the Graduation Ceremony (12:30 – 6:00 p.m.  
31 May) to assist your graduate when moving out of the dormitory. 

HANDICAPPED / MOBILITY-IMPAIRED ACCESS.  Please display your valid, state-issued “handicapped” placard (or 
substitute state-issued documentation in the absence of a placard) to access designated parking areas.  Unfortunately, 
handicapped parking is limited within the Cadet Area.  If you park outside the Cadet Area, specially equipped shuttle vans 
will transport you to and from designated parking areas to special events.  Should one of your passengers require special 
assistance, please coordinate with your cadet to ensure his / her needs are met.   

MOBILE PHONE USE WITHIN VEHICLES.  As a parting note, we’d like you to know that effective 01 March 2006 
drivers may not use mobile phones (or other hand-held communications devices) while their vehicle is in motion, except 
under two conditions: (1) You may pull off the roadway, activate your emergency flashers, and use your mobile phone; or (2) 
you may use your mobile phone while driving if you utilize a hands-free device (i.e., earpiece w/ microphone).  Passengers 
may use mobile communications devices at any time, with or without a hands-free device. 

While we hope these guidelines will enhance your visit, it is crucial that each of us remain flexible to adapt to rapidly 
changing threats.  Security requirements may change on short notice due to world events or events closer to home.  We will 
make every effort to inform you of any changes in the base’s security posture.  Please read the electronic marquees at 
USAFA’s two entrances and tune in to local media channels for real-time updates.   

By following these guidelines, you’ll help us ensure your visit stands as one of your life’s most memorable events in concert 
with that of your graduate.  Again, it is our deepest honor to host you as we commission our nation’s finest—we hope you 
enjoy your United States Air Force Academy! 


